
Trippers 2020 
•Liz Pead with Declan & Hamish Eady 
• Isabel & Jaime Vives, with Sebastian 
•Rob & Margaret Sills, with Jamie and Cam 
•Harry Hanson & colleagues, guided by Russ Hanson 
•Tim Goodwin & Clara Bonnor 
•Jeremy & Simon Jeens 
•Yona Lunsky & Ori Levy with Avi, Gabe and Elijah 
•Aidan Fitzgerald & Marissa Carroll 
•Mike Pickfield & colleagues 
•Tina Goldlist & Benji Piafsky 

____________________________________________________ 
 
“Thank you again for the chance to jump on the island to outfit. It was such a gift to see them in their happy 
place. :) We got out just before the downpour on Wednesday! 
 
Had a chance to connect (at a distance!) with Dylan who was filling us in about an upcoming trip to the 
French River. Also seen at a social distance were Riley, Paige, Simon, Savannah, all hale and hearty. I got a 
chance to speak with Mary Chestnut on the phone. :)   
 
Linda, Polly, Canisbay. We are all set up at Canisbay, and did a decent bike ride out and back to Booth’s Rock 
Trail along the old Railway Trail. Headed back to Toronto sometime on Friday, but there are rumblings if 
returning in late August to perhaps do a Smoke, Ragged, Big Porcupine run... will keep you posted.  

Keep your stick on the ice!” 
Liz Pead - Declan & Hamish Eady’s mom 

____________________________________________________ 

“Benji loves camp, he thinks about canoe trips all year long. He’s gotten so much out of his experiences as a 
Pathfinder camper. It’s gratifying to know he’s contributing back. Proud of him. Loved the story about him 
subbing in on a 19 day trip 10 minutes before it left!   It was one of the first stories he told us when he got 
home.” 

Tina Goldlist - Benj Piafsky’s mom 
____________________________________________________ 

“Thank you for a memorable trip. For amazing hospitality from your staff. And thank you for the gift of 
Pathfinder for my sons.  

Jaime and I moved to Canada from the Dominican Republic where the rugged outdoors is simply not done. 
We knew when we came to Canada (thanks to my Canadian mom) that there is a world out there in the 
woods that fills your spirit if you know how to get there. Pathfinder was a big sacrifice for our family but we 
knew we simply had to give the gift of the outdoors to our boys. We were not the kind of parents that could 
teach them to pack a boat or to stay safe on a campsite but we found Pathfinder and went all in. It changed 
their lives for the better and we are infinitely grateful. 

Sebas got on the property last Saturday and transformed. It had been 3 years and they just melted away. The 
year he would have been a counsellor we did a big family trip in Spain with Grandma so he was torn. Back on 
Pathfinder island, however, not only was he giddy and conversational.... He was focused. He became our 
leader the minute we set foot on Pathfinder Island and took responsibility for us, the gear and the packing. 
He knew he needed to lead for our safety and he did. He took us out, kept us safe, taught us the ropes, 



helped his mom through some tough portages, and got us back on the island dry, laughed-out and proud. It 
rained the whole time and we had the time of our lives! 

Pathfinder changes lives for the better. Keep doing it. If we can help, let us know!” 

*** 

“Cedar to McManus. Our 10-day Petawawa trip began with Pathfinder staff dropping our vehicle at the 
McManus Lake exit point before leaving us at Cedar Lake to start the trip.   The first stretch was filled with 
cloudy skies and rainy days.   With the high-water levels our second day moved very quickly and we camped 
at the famous beach site on Radiant Lake.   We ate hot dogs and mac and cheese for dinner under the tarp. (I 
guess you could say the weather wasn't so radiant!)  

Our Third day was the toughest of the trip with ten portages in total to reach our destination, Bypass Rapids. 
The site was immaculate with a perfect setting to take photos and read a book, although it didn't yield any 
fish. To start our next day, we skipped the portage by meeting up with the railbed behind our campsite in 
order to create a shortcut to the Eustache portage. We stopped to fill up our water at the cold spring along 
the track, and ready ourselves for the long trek.   We were rewarded for the 2.5 km portage with sunny skies 
and gorgeous scenery at Eustache.  We enjoyed a well-deserved rest day and explored the cliffs surrounding 
the lake.  The campsite on the island was almost like something designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Day 6 began with a broken paddle on the way to Thompson Rapids.  Fortunately, we had a spare but kept the 
broken paddle as a keepsake as Jamie had used it on many of his previous Pathfinder adventures. This also 
marked the first day where we began shooting rapids along the way.   Both the scenery and river challenges 
increased as we moved on to Crooked Chute and the Natch.   After the Natch, thanks to the expertise of 
Pathfinder veterans Cam and Jamie, we shot all the rapids for the remaining days through Schooner, Five 
Mile and onto Whitson Lake.   

Other highlights on the trip were starry nights, wildlife sightings which included a beaver (on land), lots of 
turtles and a female moose with her young calf on the river bank watching us paddle along. 

This was one of our best family trips and we are forever grateful to Pathfinder for providing the equipment, 
support and the tripping knowledge they bestowed upon Cameron and Jamie.   Thanks for allowing us to 
share in this amazing adventure together!” 

Noonway 
Margaret, Robert, Cam and Jamie 

____________________________________________________ 

“Gabe will give you the trip report soon but suffice to say that he was a great Headman, Avi was a great 
Second man, and Elijah was a perfect CIT. Unlike other smaller mic and chips, I did not cry or complain a 
single time and I carried my pack through each portage without needing a break. 

We wanted to thank you not just for the 4 day trip support/supplies, but really for giving our boys the skills to 
plan and carry out such a successful trip. They seamlessly dealt with everything that came our way (including 
lots of rain on day 1), and worked as a true team.  

It was the perfect summer vacation during a most difficult summer.” 
Yona Lunsky - Levy Boys mom 


